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Election Systems

1. “At-Large”

2. “From District”

3. “By-District”

Currently, Woodside uses an 
“from-district” system to elect 

town councilmembers 

On March 23, 2021, the Town 
Council adopted a resolution of 
intent to transition to by-district 

elections
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California Voting Rights Act (CVRA)

 Written to specifically encourage “by-district” elections 
 Makes it significantly easier for plaintiffs to force 

jurisdictions into “by-district” election systems 
 Liability determined only by the presence of racially 

polarized voting
 Woodside avoided potentially costly litigation by 

voluntarily adopting a resolution to transition to “by-
district” elections
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Districting Timeline
Step Description

Census Data Release
August 12, 2021

Census Bureau releases official 2020 Census population 
data

California Data Release
September 27, 2021

California Statewide Database releases official redistricting 
data

Two Initial Hearings
November 16, 2021 
December 9, 2021

Held prior to release of draft maps to
receive public input on the composition of districts

Time for the public to draw and submit maps

Two Hearings on Maps
TBD

Two meetings to discuss and revise the draft maps

Map adoption
By April 17, 2022

Deadline for Town Council to adopt district map

Full schedule available online at 
mapwoodside.org
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Legal Criteria for Districts

1. Ensure geographic 
contiguity

2. Minimize division 
of  neighborhoods 
& “communities 
of  interest”

3. Create easily 
identifiable 
boundaries

4. Maintain 
compactness

 Do not “favor or 
discriminate against 
a political party”

 Ensure equal 
population

 Comply with 
federal Voting 
Rights Act

 Prevent racial 
gerrymandering

3. Other Goals2. California Law

• Minimize 
changes to 
election cycles

• Respect voters’ 
choices

• Anticipate 
future growth

1. Federal Law

Do not bypass a 
nearby population 
to take in a more 
distant population



November 16, 2021 6

How Many Districts?

 Woodside currently has seven (7) Town Council Members
 The districting process will create either five (5) or seven 

(7) election districts 
 Each district will elect one (1) Town Council member



Demographic 
Summary

Option 2: Five (5) Districts 
Each district must contain about 

1,063 people
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Town of Woodside Total

2020 Total Population

Population 5,313
% Hisp 8%

% NH White 77%
% NH Black 1%

% Asian-American 11%

Age
age0-19 25%
age20-60 45%
age60plus 30%

Immigration
immigrants 17%
naturalized 71%

Education (among 
those age 25+)

hs-grad 16%
bachelor 32%

graduatedegree 45%
Child in Household child-under18 33%

Household Income

income 0-25k 6%
income 25-50k 7%
income 50-75k 4%
income 75-200k 23%

income 200k-plus 60%

Housing Stats

single family 99%
multi-family 1%

rented 11%

owned 89%

Total population data from the California adjustment to the 2020 Decennial Census. 
Immigration and other demographics from the 2015-2019 American Community Survey and 
Special Tabulation 5-year data.

Option 1: Seven (7) Districts
Each district must contain about

759 people



Current “From-District” Map

Current districts are not 
population balanced
Current districts do not line 
up with 2020 Census 
geography
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Defining “Communities of Interest”

Under California Elections Code, “community of interest” has a very 
specific definition in the context of redistricting:

Definitions of “communities of interest” do not include relationships 
with political parties, incumbents, or political candidates.

A “community of  interest” is a population that 
shares common social or economic interests that 
should be included within a single district for 
purposes of  its effective and fair representation.
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1st Question: what defines your neighborhood/community of interest?
Examples:

� Natural neighborhood dividing lines, such as highway or major roads, rivers, canals 
and/or hills

� Areas around parks

� Other neighborhood landmarks

� School attendance areas

� Specific housing types:  historic, senior, mobile home, single family, multi‐family

� Common issues or shared neighborhood organizations

� Shared demographic characteristics such as similar levels of income or education

� Similar business activities

2nd Question: Should this area be included within a single district for 
purposes of its effective and fair representation?

Defining “Communities of Interest”

10



11

Public Mapping Tools

Public mapping tools allow 
residents to draw their 
communities of interest, 
home district, or an entire 
townwide district plan

Woodside’s mapping tools 
to launch in December 2021
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Election Year Sequencing
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 Once a map is chosen, each district must be assigned an initial 
election year (either 2022 or 2024)

 A move to by-district elections cannot shorten the term of a 
current member

 Districts come up for election as current terms end
 Three current terms end in 2022 and four current terms end in 

2024


