
TOWN OF WOODSIDE 
 
Report to Town Council         Agenda Item 9 
From: Sean Rose, Town Engineer           September 11, 2018 
Approved By: Kevin Bryant, Town Manager 
 
 
SUBJECT: 1) RESOLUTION DECLARING MARVA OAKS DRIVE A “NO PARKING” 

ZONE AND AUTHORIZING THE TOWN ENGINEER TO INSTALL “NO 
PARKING” SIGNS ALONG MARVA OAKS DRIVE, AND 2) COUNCIL 
DIRECTION ON TRAILS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AN 
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL AND EQUESTRIAN TRAILER PARKING ON MARVA 
OAKS DRIVE 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Town Council 1) adopt the attached 
resolution, declaring Marva Oaks Drive a “No Parking” zone and 
authorizing the Town Engineer to install “No Parking” signs along 
Marva Oaks Drive and 2) consider Trails Committee recommendations for 
an equestrian trail and equestrian trailer parking on Marva Oaks 
Drive, and provide direction to staff to proceed with design of the 
equestrian trail and to not proceed with further study of the trailer 
parking on Marva Oaks. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
No Parking 
 
The residents of Marva Oaks have requested to have both sides of Marva 
Oaks Drive designated No Parking. One of the property owners in 
particular has complained of frequent loitering and vandalism 
associated with vehicles parking in front of their residence. A No 
Parking designation in this case is regulated under Section 72.10 of 
the Municipal Code which states: 
 
 (A) The Town Engineer, where authorized by resolution of the Town 

Council, shall place signs or markings indicating no parking upon 
any street where the width of the roadway does not exceed 20 feet 
or upon one side of a street, as indicated by such signs or 
markings where the width of the roadway does not exceed 30 feet. 

 
 (B) When official signs or marking prohibiting parking are erected 

upon narrow streets, no person shall park a vehicle upon any such 
street in violation of any such sign or marking. 

 
The paved width of Marva Oaks Drive is between 19 and 21 feet, with 
roughly one-half of its length less than 20 feet. There are existing 
No Parking signs at some locations along Marva Oaks, however these 
signs were not installed by the Town and the Town Council has not 
approved a No Parking designation for the street. Therefore, the No 
Parking signs are not legally enforceable. 
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In 2006 the Town Council designated most of Raymundo Drive as No 
Parking due primarily to concerns associated with emergency access. 
 
Trail 
 
The Town’s Trails Committee has had a long-standing request dating 
back at least 8 years for the Town to create an equestrian/pedestrian 
trail along the side of the paved surface of Marva Oaks Drive within 
the public right of way. There is an existing trail at the end of 
Marva Oaks that provides access to the Sculpture Farm and Huddart 
Park. A trail on Marva Oaks would connect that trail to the existing 
trail on Raymundo Drive, therefore the new trail would complete a gap 
in the existing trail network. Currently, in order to access the 
existing trail on Marva Oaks, equestrians share Marva Oaks with 
vehicles, which they feel is unsafe.  
 
Trailer Parking 
 
After receiving the request for no parking from the residents on Marva 
Oaks Drive, the Town Engineer reported the request to the Town Trails 
Committee due to the potential impacts of the request on equestrian 
activities.  The Committee reiterated their wish for a trail on Marva 
Oaks and introduced the issue of horse trailer parking on Marva Oaks. 
 
For many years, a small group of people boarding horses on Raymundo 
Drive have parked horse trailers for short periods of time on Marva 
Oaks near the intersection with Raymundo Drive. Because of the narrow 
width of the street, the Trails Committee is requesting that the 
roadway surface be widened to create a formal short-term trailer 
parking space at that location. Their request would include signage at 
the parking space indicating the space would only be for Equestrian 
Trailer Loading/Unloading on a short-term basis (e.g. 2 hours). 
 
At the January 11, 2018, the Trail Committee meeting, the committee 
passed the following motion:  
 

“Trails Committee recommends that horse trail improvements (trail 
and trailer parking) be included as part of approving No Parking 
on Marva Oaks” (5-1-0; Pugh/Hansen; Ayes: Pugh, Hamel, Hansen, 
Mah, Van Camp; Noes: DeBenedetti) 

 
At the May 10, 2018 Trails Committee meeting, the committee passed the 
following motion: 
 

“Build the Marva Oaks equestrian trail on the west side of the 
right of way from Raymundo to the existing trail at the end of 
Marva Oaks to promote equestrian safety, irrespective of any 
parking issue.” (10-0-1; Hansen/Pugh; Ayes: Brisbin, Hamel, 
Caselton, Pugh, Mah, Nash, Rivers, Hansen, Van Camp, Bruch; Noes: 
None; Absent: DeBenedetti) 

 
In passing the above motions, the Trails Committee expressed that they 
did not oppose the No Parking designation for Marva Oaks as long as 

Item 9 Page 2

Town Council Meeting September 11, 2018



their request for a trail and short-term trailer parking were 
approved. 
 
On January 17, 2018 a member of the Trails Committee circulated the 
attached petition in support of the trail. There are currently 60 
signatories to the petition (see Attachment 2). 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Upon learning of the long-standing request by the Trails Committee for 
the trail, in 2017 the Town Engineer met with the owners of both 421 
Raymundo (at the corner of Marva Oaks) and 117 Marva Oaks to explore 
the installation of a trail in the public right-of-way.   
 
In February and March 2018, Town staff arranged for meetings with 
Marva Oaks residents and members of the Trails Committee that were 
intended to identify compromise solutions that all the parties could 
support.  Through the spring and summer of 2018, no agreement could be 
reached. 
 
Subsequent to the meetings, the five property owners of Marva Oaks 
reiterated their request for a No Parking designation for Marva Oaks, 
and expressed their unanimous opposition to the equestrian trail and 
the trailer parking (see Attachment D). Additionally, the owner of 117 
Marva Oaks raised a concern that trail or trailer parking construction 
could exacerbate old landslides. 
 
An area including the intersection of Raymundo Drive and Marva Oaks 
Drive is designated as an active landslide on the Town Geologic Map.  
The area experienced landslides in the winter of 1980-81, the winter 
of 1981-82, and 2000.  The Town completed repairs on Marva Oaks in 
February 1984. 
 
The owner of 117 Marva Oaks retained Romig Engineers in May 2018 to 
conduct the attached evaluation of the projects as he understood them 
(see Attachment B).  The evaluation incorrectly describes the trail 
needing up to a 5-foot vertical cut and trailer parking needing a 1-4 
foot vertical cut (as currently contemplated the trail would require 
3-12” of fill with no cut, and the parking area 1-3 feet of cut with a 
wooden bulkhead). The Romig report also did not have information 
regarding the Town’s 1984 repair of Marva Oaks. The Romig report 
concludes with costly recommendations to mitigate potential geologic 
impacts of the trail and the trailer parking. 
 
In July 2018, the Town Geologist reviewed the report prepared by Romig 
Engineers, and met with Romig personnel and some of the property 
owners at the site in an effort to clarify the scope of work and 
discuss the project directly with Romig’s geologist. The Town 
Geologist’s preliminary evaluation (see Attachment C) of the site and 
in consideration of the existing geologic condition on Marva Oaks, 
concludes that the projects would not result in adverse impacts to 
landsliding and would not require costly mitigations.  
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In August 2018, subsequent to the field meeting, Romig and the Town 
Geologist prepared the attached supplemental reports in an attempt to 
further clarify their evaluations (see Attachments B and C).  Their 
revised recommendations are more consistent with each other and both 
recommend a topographic survey and design plans be conducted.  Town 
staff concurs with that recommendation. 
 
 
Staff Analysis and Recommendations 
 
No Parking 
 
Anecdotally, it appears that many of the people parking on Marva Oaks 
do so to access the public trailhead to Huddart Park located at the 
end of Raymundo. For many years, there have been ongoing concerns with 
loitering, vandalism, and trash accumulation from vehicles parked on 
Marva Oaks Drive. The Sheriff has occasionally enforced loitering and 
associated violations in the area, however, because it is fairly 
remote and the adjacent houses are set back a significant distance 
from the road, enforcement is challenging. Additionally, the street is 
narrow, with much of the street at or near the threshold for 
disallowing parking on both sides of the street due primarily to 
emergency access concerns. 
 
For the above reasons, staff is recommending that Council approve a No 
Parking designation for Marva Oaks on both sides of the street and 
that enforceable No Parking signs be installed. While the designation 
will make public access to the Huddart Park trail head more difficult, 
staff believes the designation is justified based on the current 
roadway width. 
 
Trail 
 
The public right of way on Marva Oaks is 40 feet wide, approximately 
10’ from the edge of pavement on both sides of the street. Adequate 
width exists on both sides of the paved surface of Marva Oaks to 
provide an equestrian trail. The trail is proposed on the west side 
because the trail it would connect to is on the west side of Marva 
Oaks and the trail on this side would be further set back from 
adjacent buildings than on the east side. Cross slopes along the 
contemplated trail alignment vary from 3 to 25%, with over 50% of the 
trail at less than 11% slope. The trail would be approximately 4’ wide 
with base rock 3-12” in depth retained with header boards. The trail 
would be very similar to other equestrian trails throughout the Town. 
No cut would be required. The Town Geologist’s preliminary evaluation 
of the work based on a review of the geologic setting and history of 
the area is that the trail would not contribute to landsliding, and 
that no mitigations would be required.  
 
Some trees within the public right of way would need to be limbed up 
and some brush would need to be cleared to accommodate the trail. It 
is likely that no heritage trees would need to be removed. The cost of 
trail construction would be approximately $5,000 in materials and 40 
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hours of Town crew time which they could complete in addition to their 
other assignments, in addition to up to $5,000 in design costs. 
 
Staff believes the trail would provide a circulation benefit to the 
equestrian community and a safer path of travel for equestrians in an 
area where adequate public right of way exists. Further, staff 
concludes that the impact to vegetation and privacy would be minimal. 
 
For the above reasons, staff recommends that Council direct staff to 
prepare formal design plans for the trail construction. The design 
would include a topographic survey a formal plan review and 
geotechnical analysis, including potentially soil borings as deemed 
appropriate, by the Town Geologist prior to construction. Mitigations 
recommended by the Town geologist, if any, would be incorporated into 
the project. 
 
Trailer Parking 
 
It appears that the informal trailer parking that has historically 
occurred at Marva Oaks and Raymundo is primarily by a few equestrians 
that board horses on private property along Raymundo. Adequate space 
exists for the parking space and it could be constructed at fairly 
minimal cost. However, while staff understands the parking needs of 
equestrians in the area, staff believes that providing trailer parking 
at this location would be inappropriate. A similar provision for 
trailer parking does not exist in the Town currently, the use of the 
space would be very limited, and this is not an ideal location for 
such a space. For these reasons, staff recommends that the trailer 
parking space requested by the Trails Committee not be approved for 
further evaluation. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It is recommended that the Town Council 1) adopt the attached 
resolution, declaring Marva Oaks Drive a “No Parking” zone and 
authorizing the Town Engineer to install “No Parking” signs along 
Marva Oaks Drive and 2) consider Trails Committee recommendations for 
an equestrian trail and equestrian trailer parking on Marva Oaks 
Drive, and provide direction to staff to proceed with design of the 
equestrian trail and to not proceed with further study of the trailer 
parking on Marva Oaks. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. Draft Resolution – No Parking 
2. Petition in favor of Trail 
3. Marva Oaks Residents Risks and Horse Trail Parking Request 

Alternative Solutions 
4. Romig Evaluation, June 5, 2018 
5. Cotton, Shires and Associates Evaluation, July 17, 2018 
6. Romig Evaluation, August 24, 2018 
7. Cotton, Shires and Associates Evaluation, August 31, 2018 
8. Email from Bob & Martha Falkenberg, July 7, 2018 
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9. Tanya Rebarchik Email, August 4, 2018 
10. Buno and Sushma Pati Email, September 5, 2018 
11. John Huhs Letter, September 6, 2018 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018-  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF WOODSIDE DECLARING 
MARVA OAKS DRIVE A “NO PARKING” ZONE AND AUTHORIZING THE TOWN 
ENGINEER TO INSTALL “NO PARKING” SIGNS ALONG MARVA OAKS DRIVE 

 
 

WHEREAS, for many years, there have been ongoing problems with 
loitering, loud music and other noise, vandalism, and trash 
accumulation from vehicles parked along Marva Oaks Drive; and 

 
WHEREAS, Town staff were contacted in 2017 by neighborhood 

residents requesting that parking be restricted on the street and 
enforcement increased; and 

 
WHEREAS, based upon an evaluation of the existing parking 

demand on the street, the narrowness of the street and corresponding 
potential impact of parking to emergency vehicle access, and the 
potential benefit of restricting parking to address the ongoing 
illegal activities, staff recommends that a no parking restriction 
for both sides of Marva Oaks Drive. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Town Council of 
the Town of Woodside that: 
 

The Town Council declares Marva Oaks Drive a “No Parking” zone 
and authorizes the Town Engineer to install “No Parking” signs 
along Marva Oaks Drive. 
 

 
*       *       *       *       *       *      * 

  
Passed and adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Woodside, 
California, at a meeting thereof held on the 11th of September, 2018, 
by the following vote of members thereof: 
 
 
 
AYES, and in favor thereof, Councilmembers:  
NOES, Councilmembers:  
ABSENT, Councilmembers:  
ABSTAIN, Councilmembers:  
 
 
 
 
      Mayor of the Town of Woodside  
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
Clerk of the Town of Woodside 
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Marva Oaks Residents Risks and Horse Trail & Trailer Parking Request Alternative Solutions 
 
Below is a subset of prior Marva Oaks Residents meeting minutes that was agreed to be sent to Kevin and Sean of the 
Woodside Council. This subset highlights the risks of not having “Marva Oaks Drive No Parking” and also the risks of the 
Trails Committee’s proposed Horse Trail and Horse Trailer Load/Unload area. It also proposes alternative solutions to 
these Trails Committee requests. 
 

1) Marva Oaks No Parking 
a. Marva Oaks Residents believe we are entitled to the No Parking signs by law based on the incorporation into 

the Municipal Code that streets with a width of 20’ and under get “No Parking” signs on both sides; the 
width of Marva Oaks Drive is 18’ from its west side entrance to the Huhs’ property 117 Marva Oaks Drive. 
The remaining section of the road to the cul de sac is marginally over the 20’ limit. Marva Oaks Residents 
question why there are “No Parking” signs along Raymundo Drive, yet “No Parking” signs on Marva Oaks still 
remain unapproved. Equal treatment under the law. 
 

b. Marva Oaks Drive residents have requested that Marva Oaks Drive be “No Parking” as it is a small residential 
cul de sac with five families and five young children ‐ it was not designed to support significant car and horse 
trailer traffic.  Given that the entire neighborhood is designated no parking (and that Marva Oaks non‐
inclusion was an admitted oversight by the Woodside Town Council), the existing parking on Marva Oaks is 
putting an undue and unsafe burden (e.g. Fire Safety, Earthquake Safety, Child Safety, Littering, Home 
Privacy/Safety, and excessive vehicular, tourist traffic, impacting scenic and property value) on the residents 
of Marva Oaks as discussed in the Feb 13th meeting with the Woodside Town Council Staff and Trails 
Committee. Many of the elements that encouraged the current Marva Oaks residents to purchase real 
estate on Marva Oaks are currently being unrealized, and will continue not to be realized if Marva Oaks “No 
Parking” signage is not approved. 

 
c. Fire and Earthquake Safety: In light of the horrific scenes and outcomes of the recent Santa Rosa fires, and 

the last earthquake only 29 years ago, the Marva Oaks Dr. community’s #1 priority of concern is Fire Safety 
and Earthquake Safety: 

i. Both cars and horse trailers will limit access to fire trucks and other emergency vehicles on Marva. 

Considering there are only two to three hundred feet between the cul‐de‐sac and the Raymundo 

intersection with very limited space, increasing the number of horse trailers and parked cars along 

Marva Oaks would be a major risk in the event of an emergency. Currently driving up Raymundo Dr 

(winding and narrow) is already dangerous with local residents commonly experiencing many close 

calls. Given that our neighborhood is a gateway to multiple entrances to trails, Runnymede, with 

plenty of shoulder, could be the safe designated hiker parking and trailer loading/unloading zone for 

the area for local Woodside residents (visitors from outside of Woodside should be encouraged to 

use the main entrance at Kings Mountain Rd therein supporting the financial maintenance of 

Huddart Park). 

ii. Horse trailer loading/unloading is an inherently slow process and will block traffic such as deliveries 

and workman on Marva Oaks.  In reality and from experience, people have left their trailers 

unattended in the past. 

 

d. Child Safety: The safety of young children who live on Marva Oaks is put at increased risk with the potential 

of increased horse (extremely physically large from a young child’s perspective), and trailer traffic (due to 

any posted loading/unloading public sign and the addition of a horse trail), over and above current such 

traffic, which when added to the current hiker‐based car traffic with resulting nervous horse riders, adds 

even greater risk to the children on our small cul‐de‐sac.  

 

e. Littering: Substantial littering has had to be cleared from properties on Marva Oaks Drive (particularly the 

McNab’s 133 Marva Oaks property) due to hikers disposing of their garbage when they park on Marva Oaks. 
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Such littering includes alcohol and soft beverage containers as well as clothing and personal under‐garments 

(again a concern for young children).  

 

f. Home Safety/Privacy: Marva Oaks residents feel they are suffering heightened car parking due to being the 

only remaining street in the near neighborhood without “No Parking” signs and the lack of security that 

brings particularly during the dark hours of the day. Marva Oaks properties with house fronts that face the 

road have suffered hikers walking on their property and peering through home windows from the roadside. 

Also, during dark hours there have been multiple occasions of cars parked with young adults smoking 

oftentimes what smelled like marijuana and had to be requested to leave.  

 

2) Horse Trail and Horse Trailer Load/Unload Area 
a. Trails Committee Request: While we understand the Trails Committee  agrees that both sides of  Marva 

Oaks should be designated “No Parking”, they have raised two requests: the first ( outstanding and 

unrelated to the “Marva Oaks No Parking” request) for construction of a new horse trail along the Western 

side of Marva Oaks and the second (in response to our “Marva Oaks No Parking” request) to excavate a 

unique (we do not know of a similar facility on an 18’ wide street in Woodside) trailer load/unload area 

along the Western side of Marva Oaks at the narrowest part (18 feet wide) that we believe is to address the 

concern of two non‐Woodside resident and non‐local‐taxpaying/out‐of‐town boarders on the few occasions 

per year when they trail ride outside of Woodside. It is our strongly held belief this would constitute a 

dangerous bottleneck in the event of an emergency and that is on an active landslide plane running both 

upslope and downslope. 

 

b. Fire Safety and Earthquake Safety: In light of the horrific scenes and outcomes of the recent Santa Rosa 
fires, and recent earthquake activity, the Marva Oaks Dr community’s #1 priority of concern is Fire Safety 
and Earthquake Safety. Cars and horse trailers will limit access to fire trucks and other emergency vehicles 
on Marva Oaks Drive. 

 

c. Landslide: The proposed horse trail and trailer load/unload area would be located in active Marva Oaks 
Drive landslide planes. The proposed horse trail goes through two active landslide planes, and the proposed 
trailer load/unload area sits directly on the active landslide plane on the North side. Both these landslide 
planes end up on the Huhs’ property, and one ends up on the McNab’s property.  Many of the properties on 
Marva Oaks and the Marva Oaks/Raymundo corner property have suffered major costs due to landslide 
activity. These landslide planes are still moving, which is visible, inter alia, from the cracks on Marva Oaks 
Drive. As far as we know, the Town has not done a full geotechnical survey of the areas that would be 
affected by the proposed excavation of the trail and trailer park and a full design and construction of robust 
mitigation. 

 

i. The Poletti property (421 Raymundo/Marva Oaks junction) was extensively remediated to stabilize 
the hill between their pool house and Marva Oaks Drive a few years ago at a cost of approx. $450K. 
Destabilizing the hill would put at risk both the Huhs’ and the McNab’s properties and its residents. 
 

ii. The Huhs’ property (117 Marva Oaks Drive) suffered a landslide in 1981/2 (Marva Oaks Drive was 
rendered impassable for weeks and was washed onto the Huhs’ property); It is still so active they 
could not build a tennis court on the North side of their property in 2007. The Huhs’ recently 
engaged Romig Engineering to complete a preliminary geologic and geotechnical evaluation of the 
proposed horse trail and trailer load/unload area. The Huhs’ children’s (ages 8 and 10) play area, 
play structure, deck, trampoline, etc. are right below the Poletti’s remediated slope, which suffered 
landslides in the 1980’s and 2000 and is still active, which prevented the Huhs’ from putting in a 
swimming pool in 2007.   Landslides are deadly.  Their landscape architect was killed by a landslide 
during construction of their home (2007) in a similar area nearby.    
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iii. The Falkenberg’s property (155 Marva Oaks Drive) had to incur costs of approx. $250K to address 
landslide risks on their property a few years ago. 

 
d. Property Value: The proposed horse trailer parking area would devalue Marva Oaks Drive property value in 

at least two ways.  The first and equally as important is that all of this activity would disturb areas of an 
active landslide area.  The second and most glaring is the aesthetics of a trailer parking area. 
 

3) Alternative Proposals for Horse Trail and Horse Trailer Load/Unload Area 
a. Horse Trail: With No Parking approved the concern raised by the Horse Trail Committee of frustrated drivers 

driving aggressively behind horses would be drastically reduced. Furthermore some Marva Oaks residents 
on both the East and West side of the road have large dogs who will indeed bark and run towards horses 
within their fenced Marva properties (which has caused problems in the past), so keeping the horses 
centered down the middle of the road would be in their best interest, which should no longer be a major 
problem with only Marva Oaks residents driving on the road. 
 

b. Horse Trailer Load/Unload Area: We believe this is resolvable without impacting Marva Oaks residents’ 
safety. We believe there are multiple alternative solutions to address the needs of the two non‐local horse 
boarders that use a horse trailer that cannot be currently accommodated on the Offen’s (450 Raymundo 
Drive) property (where they board their horses) without putting the aforementioned undue and unsafe 
burden on Marva Oaks residents. Trailer use in this regard occurs only a few times per year when these two 
boarders go on out‐of‐town trail rides. 

 

i. As out‐of‐town trips are usually made involving a truck, trailer, multiple horses, riders and vehicles, it is 

feasible to park the truck/horse trailer on Runnymede, detach the truck from the horse trailer, driver 

and rider/s use the truck  to continue on to the Offen’s property and then use the truck to carry tack, 

feed and equipment from 450 Raymundo to the trailer on Runnymede (approx. ½ mile), while the 

rider/s ride/s the horse(s) down Raymundo to the trailer on Runnymede, reattach the truck to the trailer 

and then head out of town. A similar reverse procedure upon their return. 

 

ii. Grade and distribute base fines and gravel at the entrance of the existing approximately one‐acre corral 

on the Offen’s property opposite the stables, which would provide plenty of room for the trailers to turn 

around.  Please see the Huhs’ auto court, which took only a day or two to inexpensively grade and 

distribute the base fines and gravel. If the owners of 450 Raymundo wish to provide horse boarding 

facilities to their two non‐resident customers, should they not be responsible for providing the needed 

horse trailer space? In some way analogous to property owners needing to ensure parking facilities for 

renting customers. 

 

iii. Widen the Raymundo cul‐de‐sac 

 

iv. Widen the road outside the Offen’s 450 Raymundo property  

 

v. Keep the status quo and current practice while ensuring that the trailer is never left unattended (not 

only for emergency safety but also Marva Oaks residents have had several experiences of no package 

delivery due to delivery trucks driving away when the street is blocked) and the two out‐of‐towners do 

not get ticketed when the Marva Oaks “No Parking” is approved.  
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 June 5, 2018 

 4428-1 
 

 

Mr. John Huhs 

117 Marva Oaks Drive 

Woodside, California  94062 

 

RE: GEOLOGIC AND GEOTECHNICAL 

EVALUATION            

 PROPOSED HORSE TRAIL AND 

HORSE TRAILER TURNAROUND 

 WOODSIDE, CALIFORNIA

 

 

Dear Mr. Huhs: 

 

This letter was prepared at your request to present the results of our geologic and 

geotechnical evaluation of the horse trailer turnaround and horse trail along Marva Oaks 

Drive proposed by the Woodside Town Trails Committee.  The purpose of this letter is to 

provide our geologic and geotechnical opinion regarding the proposed project, based on 

information collected as described in the scope of services on the following page, our site 

reconnaissance, and information provided by Mr. John Huhs, who resides at 117 Marva 

Oaks Drive in Woodside, California.  Our services were performed per our agreement 

with you dated May 5, 2018. 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

Based on our discussions with Mr. Huhs, we understand that the Town Trails Committee 

proposed to the Town to construct a horse trail and horse trailer turnaround area along the 

south side of Marva Oaks Drive, east of the intersection of Marva Oaks Drive and 

Raymundo Drive (refer to Figure 1).  We understand that the committee proposes to 

excavate into the toe of the slope along the upslope (south) side of Marva Oaks Drive to 

create a flat area adjacent to and at-grade with the existing road to allow space to park and 

move horse trailers.  The turnaround area will be about 50 to 60 feet long along Marva 

Oaks Drive and will require a vertical cut, approximately 1 to 4 feet high, into the 

hillside.  We understand a horse trail, approximately 3 feet wide and up to 500 feet long 

is planned along the south side of Marva Oaks Drive with possible vertical cuts up to 

about 5 feet high.  At this time, we are not aware of any retaining walls, drainage, or other 

improvements planned by the committee or the Town. 

 

The proposed area of work is partially located within a geologic hazard zone, as shown on 

the Town of Woodside Geologic Map (2017), Figure 1.  An active landslide is mapped 

below the northern corners of 416 and 421 Raymundo Drive and extends north, 

encompassing both Marva Oaks Drive and Raymundo Drive and three properties, 386 

and 396 Raymundo Drive and 117 Marva Oaks Drive (refer to Figure 1 for the location of 

the above mentioned addresses).  The horse trail would traverse the toe of a repaired 

landslide that occurred on the north-northeast portion of 421 Raymundo Drive and an 

older landslide that extends downslope to and beyond Marva Oaks Drive (refer to Figure 

4 for the location of the landslides on 421 Raymundo Drive).  In addition to 117 Marva 
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Oaks Drive, there are four additional residences located to the southeast whose access is 

from Marva Oaks Drive.  In our opinion, there are geologic and geotechnical concerns 

regarding the proposed project, particularly if the work is not properly investigated and 

slope stability concerns properly mitigated. 

 
SCOPE OF WORK 
 

Our scope of work for this evaluation was presented in our agreement with Mr. John 

Huhs, dated May 8, 2018.  In order to accomplish our evaluation, we performed the 

following work. 
 

 

 Reviewed readily available geologic, geotechnical, and seismic information pertaining 

to the general site area. 

 

 Reviewed geotechnical investigations performed in the immediate vicinity of the 

planned work.  

 

 Discussed with you the proposed project and the history of your property. 

 

 Visited the site to observe the area of the planned work, current conditions in the 

landslide area and adjacent properties.  We also observed the area below the slide, 

where active landsliding is occurring at 117 Marva Oaks Drive.   

 

 We reviewed aerial photographs and google imagery as needed to complete this 

evaluation.   

 

 Prepared this letter presenting the results of our study. 

 

 
PREVIOUS GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS 
 

We previously performed a multi-phase geotechnical investigation for a new residence at 

117 Marva Oaks Drive and presented the results in our report, dated July 1, 2006, and 

also performed an investigation and prepared a draft geotechnical report, dated September 

29, 2000, for Ms. Teri Hausman.  A landslide occurred during the winter of 1981-1982, 

with its headscarp at Marva Oaks Drive.  The landslide damaged Marva Oaks Drive and 

extended downslope, further north onto 117 Marva Oaks Drive.  The landslide appeared 

to be a smaller landslide located within the larger, mapped active landslide identified by 

the Town (2017).  Refer to the attached Figure 2 from our 2006 report for the location of 

the landslide and additional geologic observations.   

 

William Cotton and Associates, engaged by the Town, investigated the landslide and 

issued a report dated October 12, 1982.  We understand the Town assumed financial and 

management responsibility for repair of the landslide, however, neither the Town 

Geologist at the time of the landslide occurrence and repair (Mr. Robert Wright) nor 

William Cotton and Associates could locate a copy of the report.  In previous discussions, 
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Mr. Wright stated he could not confirm whether the landslide was repaired.  Our review 

of aerial photographs and details discussed later in this letter, indicates modifications to 

the ground surface of Marva Oaks Drive and removal of the riding area on 117 Marva 

Oaks Drive, clearly indicated some earthwork did occur.  However, the extent of the slide 

repair is unknown.   

 

A landslide was also observed along the east side of the 117 Marva Oaks property with a 

slide plane, discontinuous shears, and numerous polished surfaces observed in the 

excavated trenches.  The slide extended from the upslope property to the south (421 

Raymundo Drive) onto 117 Marva Oaks Drive and did not appear to be related to deep 

seated landsliding.  Our 2006 report recommended the slide mass be removed and 

engineered structural fill be placed prior to the planned construction of a pool and pool 

house, which were not developed. 

 

A landslide occurred and was repaired in the 1980’s at 421 Raymundo Drive on the 

northeast slope by McMorrow (1980; 1996).  A landslide subsequently occurred in 2000 

in the same location of the previous repair and investigations were performed by 

Connelly (2000) and Maurer (2000).  Both the 1980’s and 2000 landslides are situated 

within a larger, old landslide (discussed above as investigated by Romig (2006)) that 

extends beneath Marva Oaks Drive and onto 117 Marva Oaks Drive (Connelly, 2000; 

Maurer, 2000).  The landslide that occurred in 2000 was located approximately 225 feet 

from the intersection of Marva Oaks Drive and Raymundo Drive and extended 130 feet 

farther to the southeast, as mapped by Connelly (2000).  The recommended repair for the 

2000 landslide was to construct an earth buttress that extended below the elevation of 

Marva Oaks Drive and reconstructing the hillside with benches and keyways and 

installing subdrains (Connelly, 2000; Maurer, 2000).  We understand the repair was 

completed, but we do not have information regarding the construction observations and 

testing.  The proposed horse trail will cut through both the toe of the repaired slide and 

the larger old landslide along the lower slope of the hillside on the 421 Raymundo Drive 

property. 

 
SITE RECONNAISSANCE AND EVALUATION 
 

As part of our work our Professional Geologist, Christina Tipp, visited Marva Oaks 

Drive, the residence at 117 Marva Oaks Drive, Raymundo Drive, and the area of the 

proposed horse trailer turnaround and horse trail planned along Marva Oaks Drive by the 

Town Trails Committee on May 8, 2018.  Our Certified Engineering Geologist visited the 

site on several occasions in 2000 and at later dates. 
 

Marva Oaks Drive appears to have been constructed by excavation along the south, 

upslope side and placement of fill along the north, downslope side, which extends onto 

the property below (117 Marva Oaks Drive).  The existing roadway had several cracks 

diagonal and parallel to the length of the road (east to west) that appear to have been 

sealed with tar.  We understand during heavy rainfall or irrigation of properties upslope, 

that water flows onto the road and drains down toward Raymundo Drive.  The repaired 

landslides, east of and beyond the area of the proposed project, located on the eastern 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Item 9 Page 17

Town Council Meeting September 11, 2018



Mr. John Huhs  Page 4 of 8 

 

portion of both 117 Marva Oaks Drive and 421 Raymundo Drive appeared to be stable 

during our visit. 

 

A hollowed, bowl-shaped feature was observed on the upslope side of Marva Oaks Drive 

(within the 421 Raymundo Drive property), directly upslope of where the proposed horse 

trailer turnaround is planned.  The feature appears to be the remnant headscarp of the 

active landslide mapped by the Town (2017).  The headscarp is apparent on Google Maps 

street view, and also on aerial photos, although it is obscured by the presence of mature 

trees.  There were no indications of reactivation or instability of the feature at 421 

Raymundo Drive or beneath Marva Oaks Drive during our visit, as viewed from Marva 

Oaks Drive. 

 

We also walked the hillside downslope of the proposed horse trailer turnaround location 

and encountered apparent landslide scarps immediately downslope of the northwest 

corner of the 117 Marva Oaks Drive vineyard.  The grass was too tall to view or measure 

the cracks, however, on foot a series of steps exists that appear to be located in the area of 

the lateral cracks observed on Google Earth Imagery (discussed in further detail below).  

We understand in discussions with you, that the slope below the vineyard was smooth in 

2008 and then a crack opened up in 2012.  Multiple cracks were observed below the 

vineyard in 2012 by our Professional Geologist during a geologic reconnaissance of 

another property in the immediate vicinity.  The occurrence of this cracking suggests that 

the slope directly below Marva Oaks Drive, opposite the planned horse trailer turnaround, 

may not have been fully stabilized following the 1981-82 landslide. 
 

SITE GEOLOGY 
 

The area of the proposed horse trail and trailer turnaround is partially located within an 

active landslide, as shown on the Town of Woodside Geologic Map (2017), and the horse 

trail as planned will extend across the keyway of a repaired landslide at 421 Raymundo 

Drive and the old landslide, both of which extend to the edge of Marva Oaks Drive.  The 

Preliminary Potential Geologic Hazard Map by the Town (2012) indicates the area is 

located within a slope instability zone, which encompasses mapped landslide deposits and 

may include potentially unstable adjoining slopes.  The seismic and geologic hazards of 

this area have not been mapped by the State of California. 

 

The geologic map indicates that the bedrock underlying Marva Oaks Drive and the 

surrounding neighborhood is Santa Clara formation.  Several other active, dormant, and 

old landslides, including areas of colluvium subject to slope creep, are mapped in the 

immediate vicinity of the proposed horse trailer turnaround (Refer to Figure 1). 

 
 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH, GOOGLE IMAGERY, AND L.I.D.A.R. INTERPRETATIONS  
 

We initially reviewed imagery initiating in 1948, available from Google Earth.  Marva 

Oaks Drive was constructed in essentially the same location as today.  A small grove of 

trees was present along the north side of the road that is not present in subsequent 

imagery from 1991 and later, likely due to the undocumented road repair of Marva Oaks 
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Drive after the landslide in 1981-82.  A L.I.D.A.R. image overlay was available in 

Google Earth, which confirms the cut and fill grading construction of Marva Oaks Drive 

and also shows a hummocky feature suggestive of a landslide extending from above 

Marva Oaks Drive (421) beneath the road and downslope (onto 117) almost to Raymundo 

Drive.  The ground cracks below the vineyard on 117 Marva Oaks Drive are obvious in 

multiple Google Earth images from 2011 to present; earlier images show a range of 

vegetal growth, mowing, discing, and minor grading on the slope and in the area of the 

ground cracks. 

 

Fourteen sets of stereo pair aerial photographs, flown from 1930 through 1997, were 

interpreted and photographs with significance to the area of concern and landsliding in 

the immediate vicinity are discussed here.  In the 1943 imagery, there is no development 

of roads or residences in the near site vicinity and there is definitive active landsliding 

within the drainages to the northwest and southeast of the 117 Marva Oaks Drive 

residence.  Marva Oaks Drive and Raymundo Drive are newly constructed in the 1948 

imagery, and there are landslides within the drainages to the southeast and west of the 

house at 117 Marva Oaks Drive.  The 1955 photographs show a small sliver fill that 

supports the downslope side of Marva Oaks Drive southwest of the 117 Marva Oaks 

residence and by 1958 a riding ring was constructed on fill with the western portion of the 

property, downslope of Marva Oaks Drive and adjacent to Raymundo Drive.  The riding 

ring was located within the larger slide area which encompasses the Marva Oaks Drive – 

Raymundo Drive vicinity.  The area of sliding to the northwest (encompassing the 

Raymundo Drive – Marva Oaks Drive intersection) appears to be larger (extending 

further to the south and west) than shown on the Woodside Town Geologic Map.  By 

1983, a landslide had occurred on the west portion of the 117 Marva Oaks Drive property 

and the riding ring was removed.  The slide headscarp along Marva Oaks Drive, is 

approximately 180 feet long, and extends downslope parallel to Raymundo Drive.  The 

1985 imagery shows that the "riding ring landslide" area has been modified.  Some re-

grading appears to have been conducted, although it is not possible to determine whether 

the landslide was repaired or whether the ground surface was only re-dressed. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

We reviewed the potential for geologic hazards to impact the planned horse trailer 

turnaround and horse trail along Marva Oaks Drive proposed by the Town Trails 

Committee, considering the geologic setting, past investigations, and surficial features 

observed during our study.  The primary geologic and geotechnical concerns are 

presented below.    
 

1. An unsupported cut is likely to result in localized rock slumping and soil failures 

on the resulting over-steepened slope above the turnaround and horse trail.  Heavy 

rains should be expected to cause erosion of the exposed soil in the cut or dislodge 

surface soil, and smaller slope failures should be expected to occur fairly often 

and will require regular maintenance.  If left unsupported, erosion of the soil on 
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the face of the cut along Marva Oaks Drive may ultimately progress into the 

upslope property (421 Raymundo Drive).   
 

2. Although it is difficult to predict future movement of the active landslide mapped 

beneath Marva Oaks Drive and the surrounding properties or the potential of a 

slope failure occurring on the slope above Marva Oaks Drive (on 421 Raymundo 

Drive), a failure may potentially damage Marva Oaks Drive, the turnaround, the 

trail, and block access to the homes located along Marva Oaks Drive.  Excavation 

of a cut upslope of the proposed horse trailer turnaround is likely to decrease the 

immediate stability of the hillside upslope.  Strong ground shaking during 

earthquakes will increase the potential for large slope failures to occur. 
 

3. The landslide repair or grading that took place after the 1981-82 landslide beneath 

Marva Oaks Drive and the riding arena on 117 Marva Oaks Drive is 

undocumented and the limits of the work are unknown.  To our knowledge the 

Town has no records of the road repair, thickness or location of the fill placement 

along the road, or whether the slide deposits were removed.  It is difficult for us to 

comment on the stability of the slide or slide repair without additional 

information.  However, the soil cracks observed below the vineyard on 117 

indicate active slope movement is occurring within the lower limits of the active 

landslide mapped by the Town. 
 

4. The repairs of the landslides at 421 Raymundo Drive reportedly included 

construction of an earth buttress with a below grade keyway and reconstruction of 

the hillside from the edge of Marva Oaks Drive extending up the slope.  The 

details of the actual repair are unknown to us; however, in our opinion the slope 

repair was likely not designed and engineered for an unsupported cut 4 to 5 feet 

high within the toe buttress, adjacent to the road.  In our opinion, removing the top 

few feet of the toe buttress and leaving an unsupported slope within the repaired 

hillside may destabilize the hillside in the area of the repairs and increase the risk 

of slope failure. 
 

 

Due to the risk of future slope failures likely to occur during an earthquake along the cut 

slopes of the proposed project, retaining walls could be constructed as a mitigation 

measure.  The walls should include added freeboard to catch future rock or soil slumping 

and other debris from above that should be expected to mobilize and move downslope.  

Alternative slope stabilization methods could also be used, in particular, grading the 

upslope hillside to a lower inclination to limit the height of the cut face, although this 

may not be feasible due to property line or slope stability constraints. 

 

A retaining wall planned along the horse trail through the toe buttress/landslide repair at 

421 Raymundo Drive would likely need to be supported on deep drilled piers that extend 

through the keyway, any remaining old landslide deposits, and into the underlying 
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bedrock.  The wall would need to replace the support that the removed portion of the toe 

buttress provided and require careful consideration of the hillside stability. 

 

Subsurface exploration would be needed to evaluate the stability of grading and road 

improvements within the mapped landslide, repaired landslide, and along the horse trail 

to provide geotechnical engineering recommendations for potential mitigation measures.    

Examples of mitigation measure considerations are:  retaining wall heights; foundation 

design criteria; slope retention methods; as-built condition of drains in the toe buttress 

and over all geometry of the toe buttress at the repaired slide at 421 Raymundo Drive; and 

drainage systems.  Civil and structural engineers may need to be retained to develop 

design specifications and drawings.  

 

Please note that the opinions and recommendations presented in this letter are based on 

our review of previous geologic reports, aerial and Google earth imagery interpretations, 

and our limited visual observation of the site.  Subsurface investigation was not 

conducted. 

 
WARRANTY 
 

We make no warranty, expressed or implied, for the services we perform for this project.  

Our services are performed in accordance geologic and geotechnical engineering 

principles generally accepted at this time and location. 

 

Please call if you have questions or comments about site conditions or any of the 

information presented in this letter. 

 

Very truly yours, 
  

ROMIG ENGINEERS, INC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christina M. Tipp, P.G.   David F. Hoexter, C.E.G. 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn A. Romig, P.E., G.E     

 

 

Copies: Addressee (3 + pdf via email) 
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Attachments 

 References 

 Figure 1 - Town of Woodside Geologic Map   

 Figure 4 - Partial Site Plan, Poletti Property, 421 Raymundo Drive (Connelly, 2000)  

 Figure 2 - Site Plan, Huhs Residence (Romig Engineers, Inc., 2006) 
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Insert map here and add line around picture - size 1 in black
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approximate, dotted where inferred.
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Base is Geologic Map of the Town of Woodside (Cotton, Shires and Associates, Inc., 2017).
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 August 24, 2018 

 4428-1 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Mr. John Huhs 

117 Marva Oaks Drive 

Woodside, California  94062 

 

RE: CONTINUED GEOLOGIC AND 

GEOTECHNICAL EVALUATION            

 PROPOSED HORSE TRAIL AND 

HORSE TRAILER TURNAROUND 

 MARVA OAKS DRIVE 

 WOODSIDE, CALIFORNIA

 

Dear Mr. Huhs: 

 

This letter was prepared at your request to present the results of our continued geologic 

and geotechnical evaluation of the horse trailer turnaround and horse trail along Marva 

Oaks Drive, proposed by the Woodside Town Trails Committee.  The purpose of this 

letter is to supplement our previous June 5, 2018 evaluation based on documentation 

provided by the Town Geologist (Mr. Ted Sayre of Cotton, Shires and Associates); 

additional understanding of the scope of the project; and a site meeting on July 19, 2018 

with you, the property owner at 421 Raymundo Drive (Mr. Paul Poletti), the Town 

Geologist, and members of our staff (Mr. Glenn Romig, Mr. David Hoexter, and Ms. 

Christina Tipp).  Our services were performed per our agreement with you dated May 5, 

2018. 

 
UPDATED PROJECT PLAN 
 

The Town has not provided a formal, public plan illustrating the proposed horse trailer 

turnaround or horse trail, but we understand the horse trail will be located upslope of 

Marva Oaks Drive and will primarily require placement of fill on or above gently to 

moderately sloping ground to create a 4 foot wide path.  The trailer turnaround is 

expected to include cuts with sloping backfill up to about 2 feet in height supported by 

retaining walls along the upslope side of Marva Oaks Drive.  The proposed project details 

described above were based on verbal communications with Mr. Sayre at the site meeting 

on July 19, 2018.   

 
MARVA OAKS DRIVE LANDSLIDE REPAIR 
 

Exploratory boring logs, a geologic cross-section, and a preliminary engineering geologic 

map (all dated 1982) along with a letter (dated June 11, 1984) and attachment (dated 

April 1, 1982) and pictures (date unknown) discussing the landslide repair that occurred 

on Marva Oaks Drive to the west of the residence at 117 Marva Oaks Drive and extended 

downslope onto the 117 Marva Oaks Drive property were provided by Mr. Sayre.   

1390 El Camino Real, Second Floor   |  San Carlos, CA  94070  |  (650) 591-5224  |  www.romigengineers.com 
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The discussion and repair herein refer to the landslide that occurred beneath Marva Oaks 

Drive and onto the western portion of 117 Marva Oaks Drive and does not include 

discussion of the landslides that occurred at 421 Raymundo Drive in the 1980’s and 2000 

and the landslides that occurred east of the residence at 117 Marva Oaks Drive. 

The chronology of the subject landslide activity was discussed in the June 11, 1984 letter 

and the April 15, 1982 attachment, which states a landslide occurred in 1980 and 

reactivation of the landslide occurred in 1982 and at least twice in 1983.  Marva Oaks 

Drive was closed in October 1983 following the landslide reactivations.   

 

The moderate sized landslide was 200 feet long, 80 feet wide and 10 to 15 feet thick in 

1982.  Due to the lack of information available from the Town of Woodside, it is 

unknown whether the landslide in 1980 and reactivated landslide in 1982 were repaired; 

however, the landslide was repaired in 1983/1984, according to William Cotton and 

Associates. 

 

The boring logs, cross-section, and map indicate fill material was encountered beneath, 

downslope, and upslope of Marva Oaks Drive.  Slickensides were noted on the boring 

logs at the base of active slides and within an old landslide underlying the active slide, 

shown beneath and extending upslope and downslope of the active landslides on the 

cross-section.  Based on discussions with Mr. Sayre, we understand that the upper half of 

the active landslide (from beneath Marva Oaks Drive and downslope) was repaired by 

removal of the slide debris and benching and keying imported rock fill material, although 

the upper portion upslope of Marva Oaks Drive and the lower portion of the active 

landslide were left in place and the underlying old landslide deposits were also left in 

place.  Subdrains were apparently placed during the repair; however, there was no sign of 

a collector outlet for the lateral subdrains along the base of the landslide repair during our 

on-site meeting and no indication of the collector outlet location in the provided 

documents. 

 

COMMENTS 
 

Our previous comments and conclusions regarding the proposed project have been 

updated to include additional concerns based on documentation provided by the Town 

Geologist and information gathered during the on-site meeting, as presented below. 
 

1. We understand retaining walls are planned along the horse trailer turnaround to 

support cuts into a moderately sloping area, based on our discussion with the 

Town Geologist during the site meeting.  Information provided by Mr. Sayre 

indicates fill material extends upslope of Marva Oaks Drive; thus, excavating or 

constructing retaining walls upslope of Marva Oaks Drive will likely encounter 

fill soil.  A geotechnical investigation to evaluate the depth of fill at the retaining 

wall locations and provide design information for foundation embedment and 

lateral earth pressure with sloping backfill should be completed.   
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2. Based on the site meeting and the documents provided to us, the lower half of the 

active landslide to the west of the residence at 117 Marva Oaks Drive was not 

repaired and remains in place.  The observed soil cracks below the vineyard are 

likely occurring within the lower limits of the active landslide.  The horse trailer 

turnaround is planned in the upper portion of the active landslide, which was also 

left in place and not repaired.  A geotechnical investigation to evaluate the 

stability of the areas of the proposed improvements, which are located within 

mapped landslides, is advised.  Also, it would be important not to create an 

adverse drainage condition as a result of the project, which has the potential to 

reactivate the landslide repair or unrepaired portion of the slide remaining on the 

117 Marva Oaks Drive property. 
 

3. We understand the horse trail is planned along the property line of 421 Raymundo 

Drive, upslope of Marva Oaks Drive, and will primarily require fill placement to 

create a trail that is 4 feet wide, with minimal cuts required.  Walls may be 

required to retain the fill.  The horse trail and fill appear to be located on or above 

gentle to moderate sloping ground with inclinations close to or greater than 35 

percent.  It is advised that the existing slope inclinations be surveyed and 

evaluated, as the Town of Woodside Planning and Building Department does not 

allow grading or retaining walls on natural slopes steeper than 35 percent.  A 

geotechnical investigation to evaluate the horse trail route and provide design 

information for fill placement and retaining wall foundation embedment and 

lateral earth pressure with sloping backfill should be completed.  In addition, a 

site plan indicating existing topography and features, the proposed trail and horse 

trailer turnaround locations, and planned grading and wall locations is 

recommended. 

 

 

Please refer to our June 5, 2018 letter for additional comments and discussion.  Note, 

however, that the previous letter was prepared prior to receiving the background 

information provided by Mr. Sayre, and prior to the referenced site meeting. 

 
WARRANTY 
 

We make no warranty, expressed or implied, for the services we perform for this project.  

Our services are performed in accordance geologic and geotechnical engineering 

principles generally accepted at this time and location. 

 

Please note that the opinions and recommendations presented in this letter are based on 

our review of previous geologic reports, aerial and Google Earth imagery interpretations, 

documents provided by the Town Geologist, verbal communications during an on-site 

meeting, and our limited visual observation of the site.  Subsurface investigation was not 

conducted. 
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Please call if you have questions or comments about site conditions or any of the 

information presented in this letter. 

 

Very truly yours, 
  

ROMIG ENGINEERS, INC. 

 

 

 

 

Christina M. Tipp, P.G.   David F. Hoexter, C.E.G. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenn A. Romig, P.E., G.E    

 

Copies: Addressee (3 + pdf via email) 
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August 31, 2018 

W5348A 

 

 

 

 

 

TO:    Sean Rose 

    Town Engineer 

    TOWN OF WOODSIDE 

    2955 Woodside Road 

    Woodside, California  94062 

 

SUBJECT:  Geotechnical Review Evaluations 

    RE:  Proposed Equestrian Trail  

      Proposed Trailer Parking Space 

      Marva Oaks Drive 

 

  At  your  request,  we  have  reviewed  an  August  24,  2018  Geologic  and 

Geotechnical Evaluation (letter) by Romig Engineers that addresses the proposed horse 

trail and trailer parking space to be located along the southwestern side of Marva Oaks 

Drive.  

 

 

RECENT GEOTECHNICAL EVALUATION 

 

  Romig Engineers has  completed a  supplemental geotechnical evaluation of  the 

proposed  equestrian  trail  and  trailer  parking  space.  The  consultant  indicates  that 

completion  of  a  geotechnical  investigation  would  be  appropriate  as  a  basis  for  the 

design of the approximate 2‐foot high retaining wall along the western side of the trailer 

parking area considering the potential presence of fill materials and the proximity of old 

and 1980 (active) landslide materials.  This investigation is recommended to include an 

evaluation of the stability of the areas of proposed improvements.  The Consultant also 

advises  that  a  topographic  survey  of  the  trail  and  parking  area  be  completed  to 

determine whether  slopes  steeper  than  35  percent  are  to  be  altered.   The Consultant 

recommends  that a proposed project plan,  illustrating  the horse  trail  route and  trailer 

parking space, be prepared.   
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Sean Rose    August 31, 2018 

Page 2    W5348A 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

  The local landslide that was initiated in 1980 was located downslope (northeast) 

of  the  proposed  trailer  parking  space.   We  agree with Romig Engineers  that  a  small 

amount of  fill,  and  an old  landslide of undetermined depth, may  extend beneath  the 

proposed trailer parking space.  However, the proposed project grading will remove up 

to approximately 2 feet of earth material at the proposed parking area without adverse 

(increase of driving  force) slope stability  impacts  to  this vicinity. We conclude  that an 

adequately designed bulkhead wall will support  the small cut  that  is  to be created  for 

the trailer parking area.   We do not object to either utilization of a conservative design 

for  this  bulkhead  wall,  or  completion  of  a  geotechnical  investigation  as  a  basis  for 

development of specific geotechnical design parameters. 

 

  We are not aware of evidence of deep‐seated slope instability within the limits of 

the 1984 slope repair along Marva Oaks.  We understand that the slope located northeast 

of  the completed  repair has been  subject  to ongoing  instability; however, because  this 

instability  is  located  roughly  150  feet  from  the  proposed  parking  and  trail,  the  slope 

repair buttress should not be adversely impacted by the proposed improvements.  

 

  Based on our site reconnaissance, only minor grading is required to establish the 

proposed  equestrian  trail  along Marva  Oaks  Drive.    No  excavation  is  proposed  to 

establish  the  trail.    Grading  is  to  consist  of  placing  up  to  6  inches  of  fill  along  the 

downhill trail edge to achieve a suitable trail cross slope.  We understand that a header 

board may be placed along the downslope edge of the trial to retain fill, where required.  

This magnitude of grading  is not anticipated  to result  in significant surcharge  loading 

that would cause adverse slope stability  impacts.   A surveyed  topographic map along 

the trail alignment does not appear warranted from a geotechnical perspective.  

 

  We  trust  that  the  above  evaluations  satisfactorily  address  project  geotechnical 

feasibility  design  issues  at  the  time.    Please  contact  us  for  additional  evaluations  as 

needed.   
 

LIMITATIONS 

 

This geotechnical review has been performed to provide technical advice to assist the 

Town. Our services have been limited to review of the documents previously identified,  

 

 

Item 9 Page 35

Town Council Meeting September 11, 2018



Sean Rose    August 31, 2018 
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and a visual review of the property. Our opinions and conclusions are made in accordance 

with  generally  accepted  principles  and  practices  of  the  geotechnical  profession.  This 

warranty is in lieu of all other warranties, either expressed or implied. 

        Respectfully submitted, 

  

  COTTON, SHIRES AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 
  TOWN GEOTECHNICAL CONSULTANT 

 

 

 

        Ted Sayre 

        Principal Engineering Geologist 

        CEG 1795 

 

 

 

        David T. Schrier 

        Principal Geotechnical Engineer  

        GE 2334 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TS:DTS:tms 
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Kevin Bryant

From: Tanya Rebarchik <trebar@hamilton.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 4, 2018 8:46 PM
To: Sean Rose; Kevin Bryant
Subject: Marva oaks issue

Hi, I am writing about the current issue around the proposed no‐parking signs /horse trail/ trailer 
parking on Marva Oaks road in Woodside. 
 

Apparently this is much more controversial than one would ever imagine ‐ one of the property owners 
has gone to great lengths to voice his opinion on the matter by posting a large sign on his fence. 
 

As a local equestrian, ( I keep my horses on Raymundo drive just up the  way from Marva Oaks) I’d like 
to add another perspective :  Marva Oaks Road is the only flat space around where one can safely load 
and unload a horse into a trailer. So for the past 20+ years,  some of us who board nearby have 
been  using that little road  ‐ we park as close as we can to the curb,  well back from the fire hydrant, 
then run to get our horses and load them, and leave. Most of the time there is no problem, but a 
handful of times there was a little bit of conflict with a large vehicle trying to get by while we/ I were 
parked there. Mind you, the UPS truck has  gotten past me  a few times, but  others aren’t quite 
confident enough…. So quite a few years ago, a suggestion was made to maybe let us pull up on the flat 
area past the fire hydrant and before the curve, so that we could get out of the road and everyone’s way 
while loading our horses. Nothing  ever came of it, and I thought  the town probably wouldn’t want to 
bother with just a few people’s suggestion. Meanwhile, I understand that a horse trail along Marva Oaks 
was  proposed, which would be wonderful ( especially since  people don’t seem to think about the 
possibility of horses in the road as they  hurry along),  but if the land owners  oppose it, it most likely 
won’t happen,which is  too bad, but not the end of the world. However,  No‐Parking signs along that 
little road without  allowing for a trailer loading space would mean that we run the risk of getting a 
ticket every time we load our horses. Kind of sad, considering  that Woodside prides itself in being a 
horse‐friendly community. No one is asking for trailers to be parked there indefinitely, we just need a 
20‐minute loading allowance. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you for your attention 
 

 
 

Tanya Rebarchik 
 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Kevin Bryant

From: SUSHMA PATI <sushma@patifamily.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 5, 2018 5:34 PM
To: Kevin Bryant; Sean Rose
Cc: Buno Pati
Subject: Marva Oaks Drive / September 11 Town Meeting

Dear Kevin and Sean: 
 
We thought it would be helpful to send you our thoughts regarding the parking and equestrian use issues on 
Marva Oaks Drive that will be discussed at the Town Meeting on September 11, 2018 so that the Town Council 
can understand everyone’s perspective in advance of the meeting. 
 

 We have lived at 151 Marva Oaks Drive for the past 18 years. 
 
1)  We are not in support of the loading / unloading parking area for horse trailers on Marva Oaks 
2) We are not in support of a horse trail on Marva Oaks 
3) We are in support of no parking signs on Marva Oaks 
 
 Our reasons for this are the following: 
 
 Horse Trailer Parking 
            Marva Oaks Drive is a narrow street.  There is only one way out.   We are all painfully aware that in 
emergencies, such as fire, earthquakes, urgent medical situations or other disasters- MINUTES count.   We 
should all do what we can to keep roadways clear for emergency vehicles and regular residential use since there 
are no alternative ways in or out of the neighborhood.  The proposed horse trailer parking area and horse trail 
are in an active landslide area.  Previous landslides have blocked the street for months. A landslide onto the 
Huhs’ property at the corner of Marva Oaks and Raymundo where young children play is unacceptable.  Our 
neighbors have already invested significant resources into stabilizing the hillside on Marva Oaks at the request 
of the Town.  We are not in support of any action that would exasperate this situation.   
 
 The fire department has said the trailers would need to back into the spot on Marva Oaks from 
Raymundo and be positioned at least 30 ft from the fire hydrant.  This is a slow, complicated and potentially 
dangerous maneuver.  Again young children live on the street.  Equestrians use the trail on Raymundo.  People 
drive on the street.  The need for trailer loading/unloading on the Marva Oaks/ Raymundo corner is not for 
accessing local trails- it is for horse boarders to take their horses for trail rides out of town.  Loading horses in 
and out of trailers is an inherently slow process.  It should just not be done on a narrow street.    It should ideally 
be done on the property where the horses are being boarded. 
 If the Town believes there needs to be an accommodation for trailer loading / unloading for horse boarders and 
is willing to use Town resources to do so then it makes much more sense to do it on Runnymede road which is 
long, wide, flat and has excellent visibility.   It does not make sense to have it on Marva Oaks Drive. 
 
Horse Trail 
            It is completely understandable that equestrians would like access to the trail head at the end of Marva 
Oaks.   Given that it is such a short distance from the trail on Raymundo,  equestrians can use the road for this 
short distance.    Again a horse trail would go through an active landslide area and could affect a number of 
beautiful heritage oak trees.    No one has ever objected to equestrian use on this road.  We would be happy to 
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meet with representatives of the Trails committee to review best practices for use of the road by equestrians and 
residents to make it as safe as possible for everyone. 
 
No Parking Signs 
             The no parking designation for the area has already been discussed thoroughly.  The omission of signs 
on Marva Oaks was simply an oversight.  It should just be corrected without further delay.  In addition,  the no 
parking designation would be better for equestrians who are using Marva Oaks to access the trailhead.  
 
 In short, we would like the Town Council to consider that Marva Oaks is a narrow street.  There is only one 
way out of the neighborhood for residents of Marva Oaks and Raymundo. The resources required to ensure that 
the proposed parking area and trail are safe are not insignificant.  The number of people who actually use the 
parking area or horse trail is small and alternatives for the requested equestrian use exist.    
 
Thank you for the consideration of our perspective. 
 
Regards, 
 
Buno and Sushma Pati 
151 Marva Oaks Drive 
Woodside 
 

650-851-7655 home 
650-224-2763 cell 
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JOHN I.  HUHS 

117 Marva Oaks Drive, Woodside, CA  94062-4120  USA  --  (O) +1 650 851 3500  -- (M) +1 917 498 3451 --  jihuhs@gmail.com  
 

September 6, 2018 
 
 
 
 

Woodside Town Council 
2955 Woodside Road 
Woodside, CA  94062 
 
 RE:  Marva Oaks Drive Issues on September 11 Agenda 
 
Dear Councilmembers: 
 
We have been informed that three issues affecting the residents of Marva Oaks Drive are 
on the Agenda for your September 11 Meeting.  All these issues involve the Trails 
Committee; and we assume you will be receiving information regarding their positions on 
these issues from them.  The following is a brief outline of our positions on these issues, 
which are extremely important for us and our two children:  Lisa (8) and Jack (10).  We 
trust this will enable you to formulate your questions for us when we present our 
positions orally at the September 11 Meeting.   
 
Your briefing materials should include lengthy reports by our geotechnical engineers, 
Romig Engineers; and we will be accompanied by David Hoexter, one of the authors of 
these reports, who will respond to your geotechnical questions.  Romig Engineers have 
long experience with our property, having done substantial geophysical/geological work 
here in 2000, 2006-09 and 2018.   
 
The following should not be construed as representing the views of the four other 
households (including three children) fronting on Marva Oaks Drive.  They should  be 
addressing you directly on these issues. 
 
By way of introduction, I (John) have a long relationship with Woodside, having lived 
here during graduate school in 1967-70, and having acquired our present property in 
2006.  Renee is a Midwesterner and Bostonian, who moved here from the East with me 
shortly after the acquisition of our present property.  Our children were born here.    
 
 

I.  NO PARKING SIGNS ON BOTH SIDES OF MARVA OAKS DRIVE 
 

Section 72.10 of the Municipal Code entitles both sides of Marva Oaks Drive to be 
posted “No Parking” with the approval of the Town Council, because it is less than 20 
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feet wide.  We were told such approval was tentatively on your Agenda for one of your 
meetings in February 2008, but the Trails Committee Minutes of February 8, 2008 state:  
“If an agreement or resolution with the property owners for this trail [see next issue] 
being built results from this meeting [with myself and Mr. McNab], then Council will be 
informed to put it on the agenda and the Council could then pass a “no parking” zone on 
this public street to accommodate the trail.”  My neighbor, Paul McNab, and I met with 
representatives of the Trails Committee on February 13, 2008, and no agreement resulted.  
Accordingly, Town staff  refused to put this matter on your Agenda until now.  
 
It is not proper and probably unlawful that a matter of public safety like this would be 
refused by the Town unless and until the Trails Committee approves.  The safety of the 
five households (including five children) fronting on Marva Oaks Drive has nothing 
whatever to do with whether a horse trail and a horse trailer parking lot (later added) are 
approved by the Trials Committee. 
 
It appears intuitively obvious that Marva Oaks Drive, a narrow street only 500 feet long 
terminating in a cul de sac, should be entitled to be posted No Parking if the residents so 
request (all residents have so requested), particularly in view of the emergency 
evacuations/vehicles that could be affected by a wildfire, earthquake and so forth.  We 
would be pleased to explain our fears in greater detail during the September 11 Meeting. 
 
 

II.  CONSTRUCTION OF HORSE TRAIL ALONG MARVA OAKS DRIVE 
 
 

The exact proposed route and placement of the proposed horse trail and horse trailer park 
along Marva Oaks has been held secret from us.  On July 19, the Town Geologist, Ted 
Sayre, met with three representatives of our geotechnical firm, Romig Engineers, myself 
and a few of our neighbors on site to discuss the geotechnical issues.  Mr. Sayre had a 
hand-drawn layout of the proposed horse trail and trailer park prepared by Sean Rose, but 
he said Mr. Rose had forbidden him to give us or our geotechs a copy. 
 
The results of this meeting are set forth in Romig Engineers’ Preliminary Report of 
August 24, which incorporates their Preliminary Report of June 5.  These reports should 
be included in your briefing materials; and we would encourage you to read them and 
address any questions you may have to Mr. Hoxter on September 11.    
 
Suffice it to say that our home sits between two active landslide planes, one on the North 
and one on the South.  The North plane slid in 1980, 1982 and 1983; the South plane slid 
in the 1980’s and in the early 2000’s.  Because of this soil instability, in 2006 we were 
unable to build a pool and pool house to our South, nor a tennis court to our North.  The 
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proposed horse trail necessarily would cross both the North and South planes, and the 
trailer park would be sited on the North plane. 
 
Accordingly, we believe that a full and complete geotechnical investigation and report, 
and engineering of appropriate remediation, must be prepared and followed prior to 
excavating and constructing either the proposed horse trail, or the proposed horse trailer 
park.  We are primarily concerned with the safety of our family (including our two young 
children) and property in the event another landslide is triggered or made more likely by 
the excavation and construction of the trail and/or trailer park.   
 
This possibility is real:  The North active landslide plane’s 1983 damage is captured in 
the photographs attached to the William Cotton and Associates letter of June 11, 1984, 
which should be included with your briefing materials.  You can easily see that Marva 
Oaks Drive was swept away and closed for a long time, and also a huge crater was 
created in our front yard (now a vineyard).  In addition, such landslides can be deadly.  
Emery Rogers, our landscape architect on the construction of our new home, was killed 
in 2007 by such a slide not far from here. 
 
We are also concerned by the impact of such a trail on our privacy and on the safety of 
our children, who have a tendency to roam.  We can address such issues in greater detail 
in the oral session on September 11, should you wish. 
 
 
III.  CONSTRUCTION OF HORSE TRAILER PARK ON MARVA OAKS DRIVE 

 
We were astounded when the Trails Committee announced to us at our February 13 
meeting that, in addition to the horse trail, it was also going to build a parking lot for 
horse trailers on Marva Oaks Drive.  We know of no similar facility in Woodside; and we 
could not imagine a worse place to build such a facility!  Would you want one of these 
across an 18 foot road from you??   
 
We were further perplexed when, at our March 15 site meeting with Town staff and our 
neighbor, the late George Offen, George explained that the trailer park would most likely 
only be used by his two boarders to save them having to drive 500 yards between his 
stables (450 Raymundo Drive) and Runnymede Road to ferry supplies between his 
stables and their horse trailers on the rare (3-4 times per year) occasions when they would 
undertake a multi-day ride out of town.  Finally, at the same meeting, Town staff told us 
the trailer park would be sited squarely on the North active landslide plane, which had a 
catastrophic slide as recently as 1983 (with previous slides in 1980 and 1982). 
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The trailer park also would present a safety danger to our young children, who would 
love to play in something as interesting as a horse trailer.  It would diminish property 
values in the area, and aesthetically it would just not be consistent with the Woodside 
look.  Has the ASRB been consulted on this remarkable proposed project??  If George 
was wrong and the trailer park becomes popular, can you imagine a busy Summer 
weekend with horse trailers would be lined up on Marva Oaks and Raymundo Drive 
waiting for a space to open up!  Would you pay a premium price to live here?? 
 
We have numerous other strong objections to the proposed trailer park, which we can 
discuss, if you wish, on September 11. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
 
 
____________/S/_______________   ___________/S/____________ 
John I. Huhs      Renee J. Huhs  
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